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to Sexual Minority’s Coming Out
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Abstract
　In this paper, the discourse of “invisibility” refers to the assumption that sexual minorities need to be “visible” 
in order to construct a society that is respectful toward them. Though such idea of “invisibility” historically origi-
nates from the queer activist theory of survival, this discourse is currently disseminating through the media in 
Japan. This paper questions how and why the “invisibility” of sexual minorities has become an issue, examining 
how social aggression and inconsideration for the experience of sexual minorities are concerned with what is called 
“invisibility”, and on what kind of presumption these are theoretically related to each other in such discourse.
　The following four issues were analyzed to determine how the notion of “invisibility” is perceived: representa-
tion of sexualities, recognition and knowledge of others’ sexuality, and anticipation regarding sexual minority in 
social interaction. As a result of the discussion, it is argued that “invisibility” presupposes “indistinguishability”̶
a situation where no one perceives who belongs to a sexual minority. In addition, it is pointed out that the 
“indistinguishability” issue in “invisibility” discourse presupposes the following two aspects: the taken-for-
granted assumption that they do not need to consider and respect the inevident traits of others, which they are not 
aware of, and the disregard for those traits from their anticipation regarding social interaction based on such 
assumption.
　Based on the above, this paper argued that specific distinguishability regarding who belongs to a sexual minor-
ity is not necessarily required for a person to behave in a respectful manner and for the society to take measures 
toward them. It is also argued that attention ought to be paid to the peril of social justification of aggression and 
inconsideration toward sexual minorities who are indistinguishable, while the discourse of “invisibility” dissemi-
nates out of original context. Finally, we ought to consider the overlook of disrespectful behaviors and lack of 
policy to construct inclusive social environments for sexual minorities, which leaves them with the burden of 
coming out to the majority and demanding social respect for themselves.
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生存するために自分たちによって




























































































































































清水晶子は「Lying Bodies: Survival and Subversion in the Field of Vision」と題した論考（Shimizu 2001）のな
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